Unpredictable change in Antarctic terrestrial systems: a consequence of science and policy priorities? L ast year was not an especially good one for climate envelope models. Using a novel, null model approach, Beale et al. (2008, PNAS, 105, 14908) demonstrated that species-climate associations identified by these models were no better than chance for 68% of the European bird species they examined. They cautioned that change adaptation policies based on these models may require revision. This was not the first criticism of the climate envelope approach, with others emphasizing the confounding effects of complex species interactions. The obvious question is what has this to do with change in the terrestrial Antarctic?
